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Milan Image Art & Design Fair
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Below: David Bramante's photo American Eagle and Gian Paolo Barblerf's work Tatiana Savialora For Valentino will
be showcased at MIASD Fair. Bottom: Lennard Ong's sculptural works from the series Filament Forest and (right)
Mersuka Dopazo's painting We Are Family will be on display at the Affordable Art Fair. (Below Singapore
artist Danlelle Tay's coltage will be exhibited at Spot Art
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Still going strong

AFFORDABLE ART FAIR (AAF)
3 Nov 20 - 23 | F1 Pit Bullding

Forte: Paintings, photography and sculptures priced
under $510,000

NOW (n its fifth year, Affordable Art Fair has become the
most popular art falr in the country. Its warm and friendly
vibe, and wide range of artworks from the arguably
Kitschy to the Indisputably solid are among the factors
contributing to its success.

The numbers alone tell an exhilarating story: In Its
2011 edition, it sold S$3 million worth of artworks; In
2012, 584 million; and in 2013, $$4.9 million.

From this year on, AAF is holding two fairs annually, In
May and one in November - making Singapore one of only
three cities in the world where AAF takes place biannually
(The other two cities are London and New York, the art epl
centres of the world.) The total sales figure for the two
fairs in 2014 Is expected to casily surpass S$8 million.

Despite there now being three art falrs in November,
fair director Camilla Hewltson is confident that AAF can
bring in the visitors: “There's still room to reach out to
more people who are new to the fair - even though most
of our visitors are seasoned fair goers who have visited us
since we started In 2010.°

AAF has traditionally been one of the places to look for

strong young artists on the cusp of thelr professional ca
reers. Its Young Talent Programme, carried out In collabo-
ration with ION Art, spots exciting emerging artists and
showcases thelr works at ON Art Gallery and a booth at
AAF,

This year, Its three selected artists under the age of 30

~namely Lennard Ong, Noor Iskandar and Hilmi Johand| -

have already gamered strong critical notices.
J J AAF, howe sitting on Its laurels. Ms
sty o 2200m tuoemeps aehe
signed to take ep! atthree media - photogra-
\ ‘ L ) phy, sculpture and watercolour, Experts from the Sculp-

ture Society, the Singapore Watercolour Sockety and Objec-

ufs (Centre of Phy and ¥ ome to-
gether to offer live hands-on
) N : . B ) - o g s and visual experiments, taking visitors behind the
Four art fairs are taking place within a span of five weeks. In such a crowded market, will cess of how art n these mediums are made. 5

they be able to find buyers, even though each has its own niche? BY HELMI YUSOF ) “We've also got something new for the kids,” she says.

“The Children’s Art Studio will offer an Interactive work:

Eyeing novice collectors

MILAN IMAGE ART & DESIGN FAIR
(MIA&D

 Oct 24 - 26 | Marina Bay Sands

Forte: Photography, video and design for novice arnt
collectors and home decor hounds

PHOTOGRAPHY buffs have never had It better, In conjunc

tlon with the Singap | Ph hy Fair,
the Milan Image Art Falr Is coming to Singapore and
launching its first international edition. The fair here Is dif
ferent from the original one in Milan in that it has the add

ed "Design” element. It s thus renamed Milan Image Art &
Design Fair (MIA&D)

MIAZD will feature 50 International art galleries and
120 artists spanning 30 countries. Among the heavy.
weights are Sundaram Tagore Gallery selling the photo-
graphic works of celeb shutterbugs such as Annie Leibo-
vitz and Sabastiao Salgado, the local 2902 Gallery with
homegrown stars Robert Zhao and John Clang, and
France’s Little Birds Gallery with Thierry Konarzewski

On the design front, there are Secondme Gallery from
Rome with its sleek collection of furniture and home.
wares, and Design Gallery Milano featuring designs by the
famous Andrea Branzl

Lorenza Castelli, organisation director of MIALD Fair,
says the fair organisation chose Singapore as its first inter
national cutpost because “Singapore Is a gateway between
West and East, which fits perfectly with our proposal. The
Singapore audience also consists of globetrotters who are
open-minded and keen on discovering ar.”

While its four-year-old fair in Milan showcases mostly
Western galleries, the Singapore edition will have a 50-50
split between Astan and Western galleries, a formula that's
similar to the incredibly popular Art HX (or Hong Kong In
ternational Art Fair). ;

Ms Castelli says the fair tn Milan draws mostly novice
European collectors in their 40s who are keen to collect art
and tum to photography because of its lower price point
compared to paintings and sculptures. She expects the de-
mographic to be similar in Singapore, where starting pric
©s are around 53,000,

She says: “Photography Is the fastest growing language
In contemporary art that can be approached by young col
lectors thanks to a lower price range. The European collec
tors tend to appreciate more vintage black-and-white im
ages. In Asia, collectors seem more attracted to contempo-
rary that repe culture.”

Ms Castelli, who Is the daughter of well-known Itallan
businessman and art collector Fablo Castelli, says the or
ganisers decided to add the “Design” element to the fair be
cause “design Is one of the symbols of Italian creativity
that, we note, is very much appreciated in the Aslan cul
ture”.

shop where the kids and their parents can create thelr
own drawings based on their observations of wild plants
and nature.

“Our core objective Is to constantly reach out to exist
ing and new collectors, and break down the perceived bar
rers to collecting contemporary an.”

Spotlight on young talent

SPOT ART

» Nov 20 - 25 | Artrium@mCt
Old Hill Street Police Station

Forte: Emerging art from South-east Asia priced from
$$500 to 556,000

SPOT Art positions itself as a non-profit exhibition that
gathers some of the best works by Asian artists under the
age of 30 for a five-day showcase. It's the smallest and
least glamorous of the four art events, with only 150
works by 48 artists from 1 2 countries. it is held at the mod:
est Old Hill Street Police Station, whose space and lighting
are perhaps less than ideal for viewing and buying art.

Nonetheless, if you have a good eye for spotting emeng
Ing talent, you might find some strong works here priced
within the S$500 and $56,000 bracket. Its debut event last
year saw works that ranged from the promising to the
poor, but more than 40 per cent of them was snapped up
by local and international collectors.

Spot Art doesn't call itself a fair because of its regis
tered charity status. Much of the overhead costs are cov-
ered by founders Jerry Gunn and Mary Pan, hus-
band-and-wife art consultants who moved from New York
to Singapore four years ago to launch the platform.

MrGunn says: "Our mission is really to unite contempo-
rary art students and young artists based In Asia who are
passionate about their practice into a cohesive exhibition
that provides its participants with the highest quality art
experience.”

“Singapore is a gateway
between West and
East, which fits
perfectly with our
proposal. We also
realise that the
Singapore audience
consists of
globetrotters who are
open-minded and keen
on discovering art.”

Lorenza Castell, organisation director
of MAAZD Falr

Continued on next page >




